
-   A   GRAIN   OF   MUSTARDSEED   - 
 

Dear Friends in Christ:                        Summer 2018 
 

Anglicans are often the last Christians to talk about being “born again.”  We almost pride ourselves in our 

reserved demeanor: the “frozen chosen” we jokingly call ourselves.  Yet every man (and each of us) who has 

received the washing away of sins in Baptism, has been born again.  The same St. John who records our Lord’s 

words on the necessity of being born again, says in his first epistle that those who are “born of God” (born 

again), are marked by their love for God and their neighbor.  Indeed, Jesus Himself tells his disciples that they 

will be known by their love for each other (John 13:35).  Our spiritual focus during the long season of Trinity is 

just this: the practical, day-to-day Christian life of love.  We seek to grow in love, the love that God the Holy 

Trinity has first showered upon us.  What a paradox it then is, in this season of the active Christian life, that we 

often find Christians ‘taking a break’ from their Christian responsibilities during the summer!  Such ought not 

to be the case, beloved in Christ, for God takes no break from His love and care for us! Our daily and weekly 

round of worship continues, and though many of our regular Bible studies and educational groups ‘take a 

break’, our Tuesday morning group continues to meet! Yet if there is a bit of spare time, each of us could use 

that to good effect in strengthening our devotion to the Lord.  I would suggest that summer (more particularly 

Trinitytide) is a good time to set a Christian “Rule of Life” for oneself and, if this is already a fixture of your 

life in Christ, to revisit that rule, gauging the successes and failures we’ve had in its observation.  The Canadian 

Church’s Book of Common Prayer contains a helpful guide on p. 555: 
 

Every Christian man or woman should from time to time frame for himself a RULE OF LIFE in 

accordance with the precepts of the Gospel and the faith and order of the Church; wherein he may 

regularly consider the following: The regularity of his attendance at public worship and especially at 

the Holy Communion; The practice of private prayer, Bible –reading, and self-discipline; Bringing the 

teaching and example of Christ into his everyday life; The boldness of his spoken witness to his faith in 

Christ; His personal service to the Church and the community; The offering of money according to his 

means for the support of the work of the Church at home and overseas. 
 

Do you have a rule of life?  If not, perhaps it’s time you did!  You will no-doubt find it a vehicle for God to 

work out His good purposes in your life, that life being lived in greater accordance with His holy purposes. 
 

                   Yours in Christ, Edward L. Rix 
 

THANK YOUS 
 

This number of A Grain of Mustardseed follows our regular summer pattern of a double issue for the months of 

July and August. With many of our educational ministries and volunteer organizations taking a break for the 

summer and a reduced attendance at services, the summer schedule becomes rather straight-forward and a two-

month calendar and newsletter just makes sense.  Speaking of volunteers we extend our thanks to Margarete 

Marvin and all the faithful volunteers who showed up for our spring clean-up day.  We cleared out the 

bookstore which will now be taken over by Vox Ama Deus, we cleaned up a goodly portion of our perennially-

cluttered undercroft and make good progress in removing some unwanted trees and shrubs. Margarete has been 

doing a stellar job as Property and Grounds Committee Chairman, addressing issues in the Church, Parish 

House, grounds and at both our Rectories. On the topic of parsonages I would like to thank both my wife and 

children for the hard work they have put into removing, grading and resetting the brick walkway at 723 

Braeburn Lane and also our caretaker Kevin Fife who has supervised the refurbishment of 515 Manor Road 

(new interior paint, granite kitchen counters and [under Margarete’s careful eye] a great deal of yardwork) in 

preparation for new renters in July. Betsy Hamilton also gets our thanks for obtaining new tenants for that rental 

property. And I would like to thank Christine Jackson who, with the closing of the Parish Book Store (formerly 

the Church Periodical Corporation Bookstore) steps down from several years of managing that outreach.  It is 

also our intention, over the summer months to, advertise for and hire a new bookkeeper. Susan Earp has been 

our bookkeeper for a couple of years but has taken on more responsibilities with her principal employer and has 

offered to help us transition to a new hire: We are thankful for her willingness to do so. We also aim to 

completely revamp our parish website over the summer: Through a generous donation we will upgrading the 

look and accessibility of digital presence with the hope that it will make more people aware of our mission and 

ministry, draw others into fellowship and strengthen our catholic and evangelical witness. It goes without 

saying that I am extremely grateful to Deborah Conley for her management of our current website despite the 

many great burdens she bears.         
 

JULY FEASTS 
 

Independence Day, though celebrated in our parish this Sunday, July 1st, will be kept with a 10:00 a.m. 

celebration of Holy Communion on the 4
th

 itself.  I encourage all of you to make worship part of your 

celebration as there is no better way of giving thanks to God for the good things He has blessed us with in this 

land.  Also the Feast of St. James (the Greater, brother of John and son of Zebedee) falls on a Wednesday and 



so we will keep the feast of this patron of pilgrims (and hat makers, ladies of the parish!) on July 25
th

 with a 

10:00 a.m. celebration of Holy Communion. 
 

 
 

‘SAFE’ CHURCHES FOR VACATION 
 

Like many of you I find it very difficult to find churches in which to worship while vacationing (My family and 

I, by the way, will be on vacation from July 14
th

 to 30
th

). In fact we usually structure our travel around the 

churches we know we can attend in good conscience. Still, this is no easy task and often there simply isn’t one 

in that region wherein you are intending to vacation.  The best guide I know of is the parish finder page on the 

website of the Fellowship of Concerned Churchmen. You can find it at www.anglicanchurches.net . If you 

cannot find an orthodox parish where you are travelling, by all means do not stay away from church 

altogether!  Find a Bible-believing, Protestant church or attend an Eastern Orthodox or Roman Catholic parish 

(wherein it is proper to respect their discipline and not receive the Sacrament) and receive our Lord in the Word 

written as it is declared and preached. As we often say, take a vacation but don’t take a vacation from God! He 

most certainly takes no vacation from His care of us! 
 

AUGUST FEASTS 
 

 
 

The Feast of the Transfiguration (August 6
th

) falls on a Monday this year and we keep it with Morning Prayer 

and Holy Communion at 10:00 am in the Lady Chapel. The Transfiguration is one of the most important “Life 

of our Lord” festivals of the Christian year. August’s other red-letter feast is that of St. Bartholomew which falls 

on Friday the 24
th

.  Bartholomew is often referred to as the ‘Anonymous Apostle’ for the lack of information 

regarding his person and ministry in the Scriptures.  He is certainly an example to all of us to do our work for 

the greater glory of God and not so as to draw attention to ourselves!  It is only fitting that we set aside a day to 

thank God for one who sought no such glory for himself.  Early Church historians tell us that Bartholomew 

evangelized Armenia and that it was there that he was martyred, being crucified upside down after he had been 

flayed alive (skinned).  Hence the famous image of Bartholomew, holding his own skin as painted by 

Michelangelo in the Sistine Chapel.  
  

 
 

 

 
 

 “The kingdom of God…is like a grain of mustard seed, which a man took, and cast into his garden; and it grew, 

and waxed a great tree; and the fowls of the air lodged in the branches of it.” St. Luke 13:18-19 

http://www.anglicanchurches.net/

