
-   A   GRAIN   OF   MUSTARDSEED   - 
 

Dear Friends in Christ:           Summer 2017 
 

I have just returned from an invigorating, maybe even exhausting trip to eastern Canada where I attended two 

theological conferences: the first an international colloquium in honor of the retirement of my former professor, 

Dr. Wayne J. Hankey (one-time Anglican priest and preacher from our pulpit, for many years now a Roman 

Catholic layman) on platonic and neo-platonic philosophy, with the theme “Wisdom belongs to God”; the 

second the annual Atlantic Theological Conference where the theme of the presentations was “God Every Day 

and Everywhere.” To say that my brain was taxed from the burden of thirty-eight papers over six days would be 

an understatement, not to mention how taxing was the experience emotionally (one should not underestimate 

how heavy the flood of memory can be on such occasions) but suffice it to say that I am happy to be home. 

Particularly poignant was a quick, two-day trip I made at the end of the conferences to my parents’ home in 

Prince Edward Island.  As many of you know, my father is nearing the end of a twenty-year battle with cancer; 

one he has fought manfully and in humble and prayerful submission to God. My task there was two-fold: to 

celebrate a home-Communion for my Dad (who cannot easily get out to church these days) and to make plans 

for the eventuality of his funeral and burial: tough stuff. However the themes of the first part of my trip bore a 

striking relevance to the experience of ministering to my parents in the second: Despite our oft-repeated queries 

of “why” this or that is happening, we must repose upon the truth that God’s wisdom is inscrutable, that His 

ways are not our ways, and that His Wisdom is comprehended in His Word, particularly that Word incarnate in 

Jesus Christ. His love and His mercies are endless, boundless, new every morning. It was Dr. Hankey who used 

to remind me that sometimes, when ministering in a difficult pastoral situation, especially when death looms, 

there are no words that can be said: we must simply be present in the midst of change and decay, reposing upon 

God’s eternal changelessness. Summer is such a time for repose. Typically we think of rest as an activity (“I’m 

going to do this and that and get these things done during my vacation”) but rest, especially Sabbath rest, is 

given us from God to the end that we might find renewal through His Word and in His Spirit.  As my other 

great teacher, the Rev’d Dr. Robert Crouse used to say “Don’t do something, just stand there.” May we find that 

renewal in the midst of summer’s restful moments, in the midst of loss and gain, in the midst of sorrow and joy.  
 

                     Yours in Christ, Edward L. Rix 
 

CONSTRUCTION UPDATE 
 

Many of you have asked where we stand regarding the construction of our new tower entry way.  After weeks 

and months of telling people that the plans were at the township awaiting permit approval, we were more than a 

little concerned in early June to discover that our architect, having promised “permit application-ready plans 

within a week” to our contractor in February, had in fact not yet produced such plans.  After a few ‘pointed’ 

discussions with all concerned parties, I can now inform you that the plans have been submitted to the township 

and that, while they have one month to reply, we hope to have approval of the plans within the first two weeks 

of July.  This will mean at least a couple of weeks wherein the tower doors will not be accessible and 

undoubtedly will inconvenience parishioners who count on using the ramp with walkers or wheelchairs.  We 

will do our best to keep any such parishioners up to date with construction so that they can plan appropriately 

and offer whatever physical assistance we can to facilitate their getting into the church for worship and 

fellowship.  It is our hope that the completed work will be a real improvement both to our accessibility and to 

the Montgomery Avenue streetscape view of the Church.  
 

JULY FEASTS 
 

 
 

Independence Day, though celebrated in our parish this Sunday, July 2
nd

, actually falls on a Monday this year 

and there will be a celebration of Holy Communion on the 4
th

 itself.  I encourage all of you to make worship 

part of your celebration as there is no better way of giving thanks to God for the good things He has blessed us 

with in this land.  Also the Feast of St. James (the Greater, brother of John and son of Zebedee) falls on a 

Monday and so we will keep the feast of this patron of pilgrims (and hat makers, ladies of the parish!) on July 

25
th

 with an 10:00 a.m. celebration of Holy Communion. 
 

 
 

 



‘SAFE’ CHURCHES FOR VACATION 
 

Every summer parishioners ask me where they might attend a faithful Anglican congregation while on vacation.  

This is no easy task (even for your pastor!) and often the answer is, there simply isn’t one in that region wherein 

you are intending to vacation.  The best guide I know of is the Directory of Traditional Anglican and Episcopal 

parishes. We have an older copy of this useful book in the parish office and you are free to consult it, but as it 

has not been updated in several years and the on-line version of the same is currently undergoing a long-term 

rebuild, I would recommend your speaking to the parish clergy: I will do my best to help you find a good, 

Anglican option. However, when there isn’t an orthodox parish where you are travelling, by all means do not 

stay away from church altogether!  Find a Bible-believing, Reformed Church or attend an Eastern Orthodox or 

Roman Catholic Church (wherein it is proper to respect their discipline and not receive the Sacrament) and 

receive our Lord in the Word written as it is declared and preached. As we said above, summer is an 

opportunity to repose upon God in the midst of vacation: let’s not forsake our primary obligation to worship and 

praise God in the midst of (a) congregation! 
 

AUGUST FEASTS 
 

 
 

The Feast of the Transfiguration (August 6
th

) falls on a Sunday this year and we keep it with our usual round of 

Lord’s Day worship. The Transfiguration is one of the most important “Life of our Lord” festivals of the 

Christian year so it’s most pleasant to celebrate it with worship that goes beyond our typical mid-week 

observation. August’s other red-letter feast is that of St. Bartholomew on Thursday the 24
th

.  Bartholomew is 

often referred to as the ‘Anonymous Apostle’ for the lack of information regarding his person and ministry in 

the Scriptures.  He is certainly an example to all of us to do our work for the greater glory of God and not so as 

to draw attention to ourselves!  It is only fitting that we set aside a day to thank God for one who sought no such 

glory for himself.  Early Church historians tell us that Bartholomew evangelized Armenia and that is was there 

that he was martyred, being crucified upside down after he had been flayed alive (skinned).  Hence the famous 

image of Bartholomew, holding his own skin as painted by Michelangelo in the Sistine Chapel.  
  

 
 

CHANGES 
 

Some of you have heard the news that our good friend, Fr. Jonathan Mitchican, Rector of Holy Comforter, 

Drexel Hill, has announced his resignation from that parish and his reception into the Roman Catholic Church 

via the Anglican Ordinariate. He will be moving to Houston in August to begin a new ministry as a school 

chaplain and for his eventual ordination as a Roman Catholic deacon and priest. Some have continued to inquire 

as to my aspirations in this regard: I can only say, as I said when the last time a group of our friends followed 

this path, that I have no intention of pursuing membership or ordination in the Church of Rome; that I regard 

myself to be a validly ordained priest in the communion of the catholic faith, albeit sadly in a state of impaired 

communion with the leadership of the Episcopal Church and this Diocese in particular.  While we wish our 

friends who have made this journey God speed, we continue to minister to those who, like us, have felt unable 

to do so and will continue as a Parish to witness to the faith we have received, endeavoring to transmit it, 

unimpaired, to succeeding generations. 

 
 

 “The kingdom of God…is like a grain of mustard seed, which a man took, and cast into his garden; and it grew, 

and waxed a great tree; and the fowls of the air lodged in the branches of it.” St. Luke 13:18-19 


