
-   A   GRAIN   OF   MUSTARDSEED   - 
 

Dear Friends in Christ:                  September 2017 
 

This has been a season of anniversaries for yours truly: The summer began with the 20
th

 anniversary of my 

ordination to the diaconate on June 29
th

, August 4
th

 marked the 18
th

 year of my priesting, August 6
th

 the same of 

my first mass and August 7
th

 marked the beginning of my 20
th

 year of ministry here at All Saints’. I am truly 

grateful for God’s having called me to this ministry in this place and for all of you who have been so supportive 

of me and of my family over these many years. Indeed it is to new beginnings we look: Work is beginning on 

our Tower entry (a thing discussed since before my arrival in the parish and long delayed by many a 

distraction), Sunday School, Choir and all manner of parish activities return with renewed vitality.  However, as 

I have said before, our Christian lives are not governed by program or method: disciplines can be helpful, but it 

is our communion with God through faithful worship, prayer, study and the sacramental life that is the basis of 

Christian living, even as it is really the Christian Year that forms the basis of our sanctification in time, not the 

school year or summer vacations!  So let us see our many and rich parish programs as a means of discipline, in 

turn deepening our fellowship with one another and, fundamentally, with God. 

        In Christ, Edward L. Rix 
 

SEMINARIANS RETURN 
 

Our seminarians begin a new semester of divinity studies (the last for Tyler Phass, the second year for Kevin 

Fife). Tyler and Holly are joined by the newest addition to their family, Naomi Prisca (born on August 17
th

): we 

are so thankful for their presence in the daily life of the parish. With Tyler set to finish his studies and move on 

to his first assistant curate posting in December, we anticipate Kevin and Mary Willis moving in to take over 

Tyler’s duties as Sexton and Verger. Kevin has already been filling-in for Tyler from time to time and we 

anticipate a smooth transition.  

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL – YOUTH MINISTRY 
 

Registration for 2017-2018 Sunday School will be on Sunday, September 10
th

.  New classes will begin the 

following Sunday, September 17
th

. In addition to weekly Sunday School and Confirmation Class, we aim to 

provide more regular fellowship for our young teens with monthly Youth and Family events. Look for a flyer 

advertising these in the coming weeks. 
 

CHOIR RESUMES 
 

Our choir returns in September for what we anticipate will be another season of music that lifts our souls God-

ward, adorns our worship with the best gifts we can offer, and reinforces our reformed catholic faith.  Look for 

familiar faces amongst our cadre of volunteers and professionals and two new ones, husband and wife duo 

Maximiliano Marques and Luciana Piovan. Max and Luciana will be joining us later in September due to pre-

arranged singing engagements.  The complete music schedule until Advent will shortly be published on the 

parish website. As ever, thanks are extended to Dr. Radu, our organist and choirmaster, and Miss Fix-Keller, 

our assistant organist and those members of the Vox Ama Deus staff who help in the selection and preparation 

of our music. 

PROPERTY AND GROUNDS 
 

By the time you receive this work should have begun on the new wheelchair ramp to our tower entrance on 

Montgomery Avenue.  Delays with township permitting have pushed the work into the month of September 

(but we’ve become used to delays…haven’t we!).  In conjunction with the stone, concrete and iron work on the 

steps, ramp and railings, the main doors will be removed, dried, trued and repainted along with several other 

doors around the property.  We apologize for the inconveniences the work will cause: for anyone prevented 

from entering the building due to a lack of handicapped accessibility during construction, Fr. Rix will be happy 

to bring the sacrament to you at home. 

 

SEPTEMBER FELLOWSHIP EVENTS 
 

As they often do, Michael and Gayle Yoh are inviting the whole family to their home for a pool party on 

Saturday, September 9
th

 from 3:00 pm until “whenever it’s time to leave”!  Bring your own towel, trunks and 

sunscreen!  More details will be found on the tract table in the cloister. Our first Rectory Potluck (723 Braeburn 

Lane) on September 17
th

 at 5:00 p.m.  Please bring a covered dish, salad, dessert, appetizer, wine, etc.  All are 

welcome. 

 
 

 “The kingdom of God…is like a grain of mustard seed, which a man took, and cast into his garden; and it grew, and 

waxed a great tree; and the fowls of the air lodged in the branches of it.” St. Luke 13:18-19 


