
-   A   GRAIN   OF   MUSTARDSEED   - 
 

Dear Friends in Christ:               October 2019 

 

This month we begin our annual, midweek “Fall School of Religion” lectures. The enclosed handbill will give 

you, and those with whom you share it, an idea of the topic we are addressing. We have had a series of talks on 

Charles Williams in past lectures and we looked at his person and writing briefly during last year’s School of 

Religion. And I believe our former Men’s Study Group looked at The Descent of the Dove some fifteen years 

ago, but returning to this text seems timely to me just now. We are surrounded with competing narratives of 

authentic Church history and theological anthropology and I think Williams, better than almost any twentieth 

century author, situates the story of our authentic humanity within the story of God’s working out our salvation 

in history. It’s a difficult text, no doubt, but it is hard work and hard work alone that build strength, of mind just 

as body and I believe our study will also serve to the strengthening of our souls. As such it is well suited to the 

month wherein we commemorate St. Luke the Evangelist: The “Beloved” Physician…whose praise is in the 

gospel” and first historian of the Church. St. Luke’s concern was to transmit a “perfect understanding” of the 

life and ministry of Jesus and that same life lived in the first Christians after Pentecost (the “Descent of the 

Dove”) in his account of the Gospel and in The Acts of the Apostles. It is crucial for us to remember that our 

lives, if they are to be lived authentically in the Church, need to be lives identified in Christ, revealing Christ, in 

the power of the Holy Spirit. Any notion of our being true to our innermost selves, celebrating our individuality, 

etc. must always be subsumed to the absolute priority of our identity in the person of Jesus, with whom we have 

been clothed by virtue of our baptism. Likewise Saints Simon and Jude remind us of the importance of putting 

Christ first in our lives. As with many of the Apostles (James the Lesser, Bartholomew, etc.) the Gospel reveals 

very little of their character or works. We have accounts of their missionary efforts in the early Church histories 

of Eusebius, Sozomen and Socrates who tell us that, after individual missionary efforts, they joined on one last 

journey to Persia where they met with martyrdom.  We should all of us desire that our life’s effort, by God’s 

grace, would be to the Glory of Christ and that, living or dying, people would look to us and see Jesus.  We 

know scarcely anything of Simon and Jude, but we know that their love and devotion to Christ and His Church 

was so all encompassing that they loved not their own selves, their own lives, unto death. God give us grace to 

say with His Saints “Jesus always, Jesus only, all for Jesus!” 

            In Christ, Edward Rix 
 

OCTOBER FEASTS 
 

As mentioned above, we keep the Feast of St. Luke the Evangelist with a service of Holy Communion in the 

Lady Chapel on Friday, October 18
th

 at 10:00 a.m.  The Feast of Saints Simon and Saint Jude is on Monday, 

October 28
th

 and is also kept with a 10:00 Communion Service. 
 

FALL SCHOOL OF RELIGION 
 

Join us on Wednesday evenings at 7:00 for our annual School of Religion. This year we will have a series of 

five interactive lectures (that is to say, talks wherein the thoughts and opinions of others will be welcomed and 

encouraged) on The Descent of the Dove by the 20
th

 century English writer Charles Williams.  Williams is 

renowned as a poet, playwright, novelist, literary critic, essayist, popular theologian and historian. One might 

fairly argue that the The Descent of the Dove is a work of history, theology and poetry: it certainly is unlike any 

work of Church history written in the last two hundred years. At once literary, profoundly scholarly and more 

than a little cryptic, there can be no doubt that the work is ‘hard going’ at times. Our talks will, hopefully, make 

Williams’ insights clearer. For those looking to purchase a copy of the book, it is readily available via any of the 

internet booksellers. Copies are also available at local libraries and it can be down-loaded in pdf at   

https://cdn.dal.ca/content/dam/dalhousie/pdf/fass/Classics/WbG/Charles%20Williams%20The%20Descent%20

of%20the%20Dove.pdf .  
 

CHOIR FUNDRAISER CONCERT 
 

Our annual Choral Concert “For All the Saints” is offered this year on Sunday, October 27
th

 at 4:00 p.m.  Note 

that we are continuing our practice of the last two years of having this concert not on the Sunday in the Octave 

of All Saints’ (when we keep our feast of title) but on the Sunday before (still very close to the feast).  This is 

the major fundraiser for our music ministry so we encourage you to come out, bring friends, make a donation 

and distribute the enclosed flyer in your building or neighborhood.  
 

 
 

 “The kingdom of God…is like a grain of mustard seed, which a man took, and cast into his garden; and it grew, and 

waxed a great tree; and the fowls of the air lodged in the branches of it.” St. Luke 13:18-19 
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