
-   A   GRAIN   OF   MUSTARDSEED   - 
 

Dear Friends in Christ:                              October 2018 
 

We keep the feast of St. Luke the Evangelist on the 18
th

 day of October. A close companion of St. Paul on his 

later missionary journeys, we know from Paul’s description of Luke that he was a physician and as such, had an 

abiding concern for the health of his fellow man.  In fact this notion is readily supported by a quick read of his 

great two-part treatise: The Gospel according to St. Luke, and The Acts of the Apostles. While Luke was 

concerned for the well-being of the whole man, he seems particularly concerned for the spiritual health of 

mankind and the Body of Christ (the Church) in particular.  Much could be said of Luke’s recommendations for 

a healthy Christian Fellowship, but surely his best prescription is his own life and, for that matter, the lives of 

the other Evangelists and Apostles (like Saints Simon and Jude whose Feast we keep on the 28
th

).  Faithfulness 

is the key to success in all our Christian endeavors (not the other way around!).  And the only way I know to 

increase faithfulness is to increase knowledge (as faith is a type of knowing) while increasing charity (love) 

which will in turn increase hope (our desire for the things of God).  So, I reckon I would be in the company of 

Luke, Simon, Jude and the rest of those holy men and women of old if I commend to you the simple virtues of 

daily prayer and Bible reading, regular (at least weekly) fellowship in the Church and a seizing upon every 

opportunity you conveniently have to deepen your Christian faith.  Notice is made of many in this letter…please 

consider taking advantage of them. 

        In Christ, Edward L. Rix 
 

ADULT EDUCATION - FALL SCHOOL OF RELIGION 
 

Sunday Adult forum this year consists of an extended study of the Gospel According to St. Mark. Tuesday 

Morning Study Group (meeting from 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 a.m.) is currently finishing Many Mansions: An 

Introduction to the Development and Diversity of Medieval Theology and will soon move on to the Gospel 

According to St. John. The Thursday Bible Study is continuing a wide-reaching study on the themes of 

covenant and marriage in the Torah/Pentateuch, focusing just now on the Book of Numbers. Our annual 

October midweek evening classes begin on Wednesday, October 3
rd

 at 7:00 p.m. and continue throughout the 

month at the same day and time (the 10
th

, 17
th

 and 24
th

) with the exception of the last talk which, allowing for 

All Hallows’ Eve activities, will be on Thursday, November 1
st
.  Our talks this year will serve as an introduction 

to the Inklings: An influential group of Oxford-based scholars and writers from the mid-twentieth century. In 

addition to some members of the group (J.R.R. Tolkien, C.S. Lewis and Charles Williams), we will also look at 

people who influenced them (George Macdonald) and were influenced by them (Dorothy Sayers). You can help 

advertise these sessions by posting the flyer enclosed in this mailing in your neighborhood or sharing it with a 

friend or neighbor. 

CLASSICAL CONVERSATIONS 
 

If you are around the parish on a Friday morning you will note a cheerful noise of small children, their parents 

and their teachers.  We have established a campus of Classical Conversations, an internationally franchised 

network of Christian home-school co-operatives based on a classical, trivium model of education. “C-C” (as its 

participants call it) draws children through the pedagogical stages of grammar, logic and rhetoric, equipping 

their parents for managing the balance of teaching at home. Currently four families are enrolled with great 

hopes for growth of this wonderful program.  
 

OCTOBER FAMILY FELLOWSHIP  
 

From time to time we like to get away from the Parish for a day spent in each other’s company in God’s 

beautiful creation.  This month on Saturday the 20
th

 we will have a parish hike at Ricketts Glen State Park, an 

area of unsurpassed natural beauty, famous for its waterfalls and one of the gems of the State Park System. It’s a 

bit of drive (about two hours) but we can carpool and the journey is well worth it.  One needn’t be a mountain 

climber to join in, but the hiking is strenuous in its up-hill portions, so stout boots or walking shoes and general 

good health are required. Bring water and a lunch. We leave at 8 am and should be back between 5 and 6 pm. 
 

CHOIR FUNDRAISER CONCERT 
 

Our annual Choral Concert “For All the Saints” is offered this year on Sunday, October 28
th

 at 5:00 p.m. (one 

hour later than last year). In harmony with its ‘Saintly’ theme, we keep the Feast of Saints Simon and Jude that 

day, even as we anticipate our Patronal Feast of All Saints in the week following. This concert is annually a big 

hit and is our principal fundraising event for our music ministry so we encourage you to come out, bring 

friends, make a donation and distribute the enclosed flyer in your building or neighborhood.  
 

 
“The kingdom of God…is like a grain of mustard seed, which a man took, and cast into his garden; and it grew, and waxed a great 

tree; and the fowls of the air lodged in the branches of it.” St. Luke 13:18-19 


