
-   A   GRAIN   OF   MUSTARDSEED   - 
 

Dear Friends in Christ:               October 2017 

 

This month we begin our annual, midweek “School of Religion” sessions on Wednesday, October 4
th

 at 7:00 

p.m. The enclosed handbill and notice below will give you a fuller idea of the topic we are addressing, but 

briefly let me say that our intention in offering not a Bible study but an introduction to Bible study itself is to 

more readily equip folks for the challenge of applying Holy Scripture to daily living and walking in the way of 

Christ. That we are called, as saints, to sainthood, is clear enough from the Gospel, but how we walk as saints, 

guided by Scriptural teaching in a world that rejects it, is a daily challenge of all of us, especially as we witness 

in love to the same world that rejects Christ. As I think of sainthood this month of October (wherein we 

celebrate the apostolic feasts of Saint Luke, Saint Simon and Saint Jude and anticipate the Feast of All Saints’ 

on November 1
st
) I can think of no better reason to commend the cultivation of saintly virtue in each of us, than 

that.  Saints make other people want to be saints.  I expect we all know people, within and without our parish, 

whose lives exude that charity and joy which only the Holy Spirit of Christ can infuse in a soul.  As Saint 

Francis of Assisi, another October Saint, said to his followers “you might be the only book about Jesus a person 

gets to read” (or words to that effect).  So we hope that the opportunities for growing in Christ offered in our 

parish on a daily and weekly basis will work to good effect (daily prayer in Chapel, obligatory worship on 

Sundays and Saints’ days, weekly Bible studies, adult education on Sundays and Wednesdays, times of casual 

fellowship and fun).  Our aim is to give God glory in worship and service and to grow in our knowledge and 

love of Him through the same.  Let’s pray for the grace to see it happen. 

            In Christ, Edward Rix 
 

ADULT EDUCATION  
 

Within our parish, many opportunities present themselves for individual Christians to deepen their relationship 

with the Lord Jesus in study and fellowship.  Our Tuesday Morning Study Group (meeting from 7:00 a.m. to 

8:00 a.m.) is currently reading the Epistle to the Philippians and will continue one with Ephesians and 

Thessalonians in due course. The Thursday Women’s’ Bible Study (from 11:00 a.m. to 12:00) continues a long-

term study of over-arching themes of covenant in the Law in a study of Leviticus. Our Sunday Adult Forum 

series (11:30 a.m. to noon) is a study of the structure of the Book of Psalms as the interpretive key to the Old 

and New Testaments. Finally our Fall School of Religion on Wednesday evenings in October offers a general 

introduction to the reading and interpretation of Scripture: a “Bible basics” course that would be a great 

introduction to unchurched and curious friends seeking to know more about Christian belief, the relation of 

Christianity to Judaism, etc. Note the flyer enclosed in this mailing. All are welcome. 
 

OCTOBER FELLOWSHIP  
 

Our parish potluck gatherings continue this month on Sunday the 15
th 

at 5:00 p.m. at the Rectory (723 Braeburn 

Lane in Penn Valley). Just bring yourself and a covered dish/salad/cake/bottle o’ vino/etc. And do bring friends: 

these casual events are wonderful ways to introduce people to our fellowship.  
 

CHOIR FUNDRAISER CONCERT 
 

Our annual Choral Concert “For All the Saints” is offered this year on Sunday, October 29
th

 at 4:00 p.m.  Note 

that, unlike the last three years, the concert is not held on the Sunday in the Octave of All Saints’ (when we 

keep our feast of title) but on the Sunday before (still very close to the feast).  This is the major fundraiser for 

our music ministry so we encourage you to come out, bring friends, make a donation and distribute the enclosed 

flyer in your building or neighborhood.  
 

BUILDING UPDATE 
 

Work continues apace on our new tower entry. The new stone steps are largely completed, awaiting only their 

bluestone paving.  Concrete has been poured for about half of the new approaching walkways, leaving only the 

curved access ramp for those with disabilities. The tower and cloister doors have been refurbished, restored and 

repainted (along with the doors to the parish office and hall). Some painting has been completed in the cloister. 

Soon the parish sign will be refurbished and the landscaping will begin.  We appreciate everyone’s patience 

during construction and hope that all will be completed well in advance of this year’s Feast of Title in early 

November. 

 
 

 “The kingdom of God…is like a grain of mustard seed, which a man took, and cast into his garden; and it grew, and 

waxed a great tree; and the fowls of the air lodged in the branches of it.” St. Luke 13:18-19 


