
-   A   GRAIN   OF   MUSTARDSEED   - 
 

Dear Friends in Christ:                    May 2018 
 

This year the ‘Merry month of May’ is a season of feasting and celebration: We call to remembrance many of the saving 

acts of our Lord and Savior; we commemorate the lives and sacrifices of saints and saintly brethren, we celebrate with 

fellow parishioners as they renew and confirm the promises of their baptism. St. Philip and St. James’ Feast is kept with 

Holy Communion on the 1
st
. Rogation Sunday is on the 6

th
 and we observe the day by singing the Litany in Procession 

around the precincts of our property and praying God’s blessing upon his creation. The three Rogation Days (from the 

Latin “rogare:” “to ask/pray”) follow, bringing us to the close of Eastertide on Ascension Day on Thursday the 10
th
. On 

the Sunday after Ascension we witness the Confirmation of four of our members. Ten days of Ascensiontide carry us to 

Whitsunday (Pentecost) on the 20
th
 and the octave of that feast gives us Whit Monday, Whit Tuesday and then three 

Ember Days on the 23
rd

, 25
th
 and 26

th
. The Feast of the Holy and Undivided Trinity is kept on the 27

th
. We round out the 

month by praying for the repose of the souls of those who have given their lives in the service of our Nation with a 

requiem on Memorial Day, May 28
th
.  Each of these celebrations and seasons are meant to recall us to Christ’s saving 

work and the meaning of that work for our lives in the faith. Rogationtide calls us to a prayerful preparation for the 

celebration of our Lord’s Ascension wherein our glorified human nature, body and soul, enters into the very life of God 

the Holy Trinity.  Likewise Ascensiontide, as it was for the original Disciples, is a time for us to be “in the temple, 

praising and blessing God…continu(ing) with one accord in prayer and supplication.” (St. Luke 24:53, Acts 1:14) It is a 

time for us to contemplate the mystery of our afore-mentioned fellowship with God, recalling that as Christ took our 

nature into the Godhead, so the Godhead will (and does) dwell with us through the coming of the Comforter (the object of 

our Whitsuntide celebrations).  As such it is a most appropriate season for administration of Confirmation, wherein we 

pray the Holy Spirit’s reviving power will strengthen and defend those who affirm the promises of their baptism. Likewise 

the Ember Days remind us to pray for the Spirit to call and inspire men to the vocation of ordained ministry. Trinity 

Sunday teaches us that the life of the Trinity has become our life as we seek to do the will of the Father, taught us by the 

Son in the power of the Holy Ghost. Philip and James remind us of how that divine life ought to manifest itself in our 

lives as does Memorial Day (“greater love hath no man than this; that a man lay down his life for his friends”). May our 

prayer and witness on all these holy occasions be tangible proofs of our desire to be named in God’s naming of Himself; 

to die to sin and rise to the new life of God the Holy Trinity. 

              Yours in Christ, Edward L. Rix                                

                                    
  

ASCENSION DAY SERVICES & DESSERT PARTY- MAY 10
th

 
 

On the Feast of our Lord’s Ascension we will have two services of Holy Communion, 10:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. (the 

evening service will have hymns and the assistance of our old friend, Fr. Craig O’Brien, of St. John’s, Savannah). Please 

note that the Ascension, one of the principal days of the Church calendar, is a day of obligation (mandatory Church 

attendance) for all Christian folk.  A Potluck Dessert Party at the Rectory (723 Braeburn Ln.) follows the evening service.  

All are invited!  This is also the day that Bishop Njovu arrives and the evening service, depending on his vigor after 

travel, may well be your first opportunity to meet and greet him. 
 

CONFIRMATION – MAY 13
th

  
 

Our friend and outreach partner, Bishop David Njovu of the Diocese of Lusaka in Zambia (Fr. Rix’s home diocese) joins 

us on the Sunday after the Ascension to administer Holy Confirmation.  After the service we will honor our Confirmands 

and have an opportunity to hear from Bishop Njovu about the challenges and blessings of his ministry in Central Africa. 

The Bishop will be with us from the 10
th
 until the 14

th
 or 15

th
. 
 

WHITSUNDAY – PARISH BBQ – MAY 20
th 

 
 

As in past years, in addition to the 8:00 a.m. service, we have a Festal Holy Communion service on Whitsunday 

(Pentecost).  As we celebrate our Mother the Church coming to birth by the fire of the Holy Spirit that day, we will also 

take the opportunity to congratulate and thank our Sunday School students and teachers for a year of hard work and we 

will thank the choir on what will be their last day with us until after Labor Day. Our feasting will continue after the 

service with our annual Parish BBQ and potluck at the Rectory (723 Braeburn Lane). BBQ and cold drinks will be 

provided: Salads, sides and desserts are welcomed. And don’t forget that mass is celebrated daily in the Whitsun octave.  
 

 
 

“The kingdom of God…is like a grain of mustard seed, which a man took, and cast into his garden; and it grew, and 

waxed a great tree; and the fowls of the air lodged in the branches of it.” St. Luke 13:18-19 


