
-   A   GRAIN   OF   MUSTARDSEED   - 
 

Dear Friends in Christ:                            May 2017 

 

May gifts us with a host of feasts and solemnities: St. Philip and St. James on Monday the 1
st
; Rogation Sunday 

with Litany in Procession and our annual blessing of seeds on May 21
st
 followed by the three Rogation Days 

(from the Latin “rogare:” “to ask/pray”) which serve to prepare us for Ascension Day on Thursday the 25
th

. The 

month runs out with us in the midst of the ten days of Ascensiontide, preparing us for Whitsunday (Pentecost) 

on June 4
th

, but not before our annual Memorial Day requiem at 8:00 a.m. on the 29
th

. Note that, despite our 

weekday services of Holy Communion all having moved to 10:00 a.m., the Memorial Day service has remained 

at 8:00. This allows for me to lead the Annual Narberth Borough Prayer Service at the Fire Hall later in the 

morning, a task that has become a regular and welcomed part or our parish’s support of our community’s 

observation of this solemn civic holiday. All these observations compel us to a certain attitude of prayer: 

Rogationtide is a prayerful preparation for the celebration of our Lord’s Ascension wherein our glorified human 

nature, body and soul, enters into the very life of God the Holy Trinity.  Likewise Ascensiontide, as it was for 

the original Disciples, is a time for us to be “in the temple, praising and blessing God…continu(ing) with one 

accord in prayer and supplication.” (St. Luke 24:53, Acts 1:14) It is a time for us to contemplate the mystery of 

our afore-mentioned fellowship with God, recalling that as Christ took our nature into the Godhead, so the 

Godhead will (and does) dwell with us through the coming of the Comforter (the object of our Whitsuntide 

celebrations).  Next month’s Whitsun Ember Days are a special opportunity for us to pray for an increase in 

vocations to the ordained ministry.  On the topic of prayer and service times, please note that, despite my 

forgetting to change the already-printed calendar (!) the early Morning Prayer service on Sunday mornings will 

now begin at 7:30 a.m. Our intention in making this change is to allow for a longer period of silence between 

Morning Prayer and the 8:00 Communion: a time many covet for quiet preparation for the reception of the 

Sacrament.  Since switching to a new Daily Office lectionary last Advent, our longer Scripture lessons have 

lessened the space between these two services. We hope this restores a healthy balance between times for prayer 

and for meditation and quiet. Finally let me publically thank the Organist and Choir Master, Choir, Altar Guild, 

Flower Guild, Ushers, Sexton, Layreaders and Acolytes for a beautiful round of Holy Week and Easter services 

in a beautifully appointed church, with our highest Easter attendance in well over a decade. 
 

         Yours in Christ, Edward L. Rix 
 

EASTER V – ROGATION SUNDAY 
 

It has become our custom to observe the ancient practice of processing about the bounds of our property (if not 

our parish) on Rogation Sunday: we do so to plead God’s mercies for us and for all men, indeed for all of 

creation to be reconciled to God through the atoning sacrifice of His Son who ascends to the right hand of the 

Father in preparation for the ultimate revelation of “The new heaven and the new earth.”  We will bless, as is 

traditional, seeds at both services for planting in our gardens.  Those who can are invited to join in at the 

beginning of the 10:00 service for a sung litany which will process from the church, beat the bounds of the 

property and return to the sanctuary for a service of Holy Communion.                                
 

ASCENSION DAY SERVICES & DESSERT PARTY- MAY 25
th

 
 

 
 

On the Feast of our Lord’s Ascension we will have two services of Holy Communion, 10:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. 

(the evening service with hymns). Please note that the Ascension, one of the principal days of the Church 

calendar, is a day of obligation (mandatory Church attendance) for all Christian folk.  After the evening service 

we will have a Potluck Dessert Party at the Rectory (723 Braeburn Lane).  All are invited!   
 

 
 

“The kingdom of God…is like a grain of mustard seed, which a man took, and cast into his garden; and it grew, 

and waxed a great tree; and the fowls of the air lodged in the branches of it.” St. Luke 13:18-19 


