
-   A   GRAIN   OF   MUSTARDSEED   - 
 

Dear Friends in Christ,                       January 2018 
 

We are having a wonderful Christmastide at All Saints’ this year: magnificent music from Dr. Radu, the Choir and our 

guest instrumentalists; the church beautified ‘to a turn’ by a great gang of decorators, the Altar Guild and the Flower 

Guild; and hearty worship encouraged by these adornments. It was tinged with a bit of melancholy with our laying to rest 

our former Sexton and Verger, Ron Riddle, but there was a certain appropriateness to Ron’s going to be with the Lord at 

this holy season: By his own admission, Ron’s was a life of self-imposed darkness through addiction and bad choices. Into 

that darkness the light of Christ shone through the help and goodness of Christian friends, enabling him to lead the rest of 

his life in the fellowship of the Church. Just so, we now anticipate the season of Epiphany beginning with the feast on 

January 6
th 

(see the note below). Christmas and Epiphany remind us that God has illumined this darkened world with the 

light of His Son, Jesus Christ. Our joy as Christians, (our ‘confidence’ says Saint Paul) comes from God revealing the 

saving knowledge we need to enjoy eternity with Him.  Paul tells the Ephesians that no truth has been hidden that is 

needful for our earthly pilgrimage.  The Gospels in Epiphany all focus on God’s glory, power and truth as it is revealed in 

Jesus Christ. The Epistles for the season are all commentaries, if you will, on that glory; meditations on the confidence we 

have in the teaching and power of Jesus, in the Apostolic record of that Good News, and what the Church ought to look 

and behave like because of that confidence.  Given our total need for God in Jesus, none of us ought to “think of himself 

more highly than he ought to think.” (Romans 12:3)  We should humble ourselves to each other in the Church and to the 

holy tradition transmitted to us by the saints.  Indeed, in all things necessary to our salvation, we are to “be of the same 

mind.” (Romans 12:16)  We are not to be “conformed to this world,” (Romans 12:2) but are to be formed by the saving 

knowledge of God in His Son and through His Spirit.  Peace is our aim, “as much as lieth in (us).” (Romans 12:18)  That 

is to say, peace exists in the Church while the gospel is preached, but enemies of God will steal into our midst to pervert 

the Good News.  Of these enemies, we are told by our Lord to love them and pray for them (St. Luke 6:27) and by Paul to 

feed them if they hunger and give them drink if they thirst.  “Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good.” 

(Romans 12:21)  What a rich diet of teaching! I’d like to think such was a comfort to our brother Ron in his years with us. 

In all truth he was the type of friend that tried one’s patience, but patient you all were with him and he appreciated it.  

May the lessons of Epiphany and the aid of God’s grace continue to effect holy, charitable living with all men in each of 

us. And may they be our guide in a happy and blessed New Year! 

  Yours in Christ, Edward L. Rix 
 

EPIPHANY CELEBRATIONS: SATURDAY, JAN. 6
TH 

 

This year Epiphany falls on a Saturday, so we keep the feast with two celebrations of Holy Communion: a said service in 

the Lady Chapel at 10:00 a.m. and a sung service in the Church at 7:00 p.m. After the evening service all are invited to the 

Rectory (723 Braeburn Lane in Penn Valley) for our annual potluck dessert party with a traditional king cake. We will 

also have a pot of soup on for those who need some heartier fare. 
 

 
 

VESTRY NOMINATIONS 
 

Names are still needed to fill upcoming vestry vacancies.  Give your nominations to Sam Griffin, Nominating Committee 

chairman, or to his fellow Committee members, Barbara Pietropaolo and Katie Taylor, or the Wardens or Fr. Rix.  

Guidelines for eligibility are on the bulletin board outside the Choir Room. 
 

THE GREEN GLENS OF ANTRIM ARE CALLING TO ME… 
 

Well…I don’t know if we’ll make it to Antrim, but Father and Mrs. Rix will be vacationing in Ireland from the 17
th
 to the 

26
th
 of the month.  During that time various supply clergy and friends will be covering both pastoral emergencies and 

weekday and Sunday services.  See the Sunday bulletin for particulars. 
 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 

Our AGM and Luncheon will be on Sunday, February 4
th

 at 11:30 a.m.  As with last year we will be having a cold lunch 

of sandwiches and chili (provided: donations gladly accepted).  Parishioners are invited to bring their own soft drinks, 

beer, or wine as well as dessert items to share.  Please don’t let a certain sporting event be your excuse for not joining 

your fellow parishioners that day. It’s just an hour of your time: you’ll be home hours before the game begins! 
 

 
 

“The kingdom of God…is like a grain of mustard seed, which a man took, and cast into his garden; and it grew, and 

waxed a great tree; and the fowls of the air lodged in the branches of it.” St. Luke 13:18-19 


