
-   A   GRAIN   OF   MUSTARDSEED   - 
 

Dear Friends in Christ,          February 2017 
 

A long Epiphany season this year has us sharing the month of February between the last Sunday in Epiphany 

and the three Sundays of pre-Lent (those “gesimas”). Not a bad split really: the manifestations of God’s wisdom 

and power in Jesus give way to our preparations to contemplate the deepest consequences of these 

manifestations and the yet more profound display of God’s wisdom and power in Christ’s suffering and 

Passion. We move from teaching and miracle (‘signs’ as Jesus calls them) to an application of these in our lives 

in various spiritual exercises.  I say “exercises” because the Church has traditionally recognized the “gesima” 

Sundays as ‘training’ period before Lent begins.  Saint Paul, in the Epistle readings from First and Second 

Corinthians on these Sundays, reminds us that we must train ourselves, soul and body in the disciplines of 

cardinal and theological virtue, just like runners prepare themselves for a race.  Paul points out that the athletes 

of his day did all this hard work for a “corruptible crown,” and it actually was – a laurel wreath for the head.  

How much more, says Paul, ought we to train to prepare ourselves for the “Crown of Glory that fadeth not 

away.”  The best preparation for this is, of course, to love as God loves.  This is reason for Paul’s great 

meditations on the disciplines of love (lived practically in worship and works) on the fifth Sunday after the 

Epiphany (the last Sunday of the Season this year) and on the third (and last) Sunday in Pre-Lent 

(Quinquagesima): to know and to feel God’s love and to enjoy it eternally, we must habituate ourselves to it in 

this world.  As St. Augustine said “love God and do what you will,” for if we truly love, all our works will be 

oriented to God’s will and glory. 

                   Yours in Christ, Edward L. Rix 
 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 

Our AGM is the first Sunday of February (the 5
th

) and begins at 11:30 a.m.  This is not only a good time to be 

informed of and reflect on our last year as a parish, it’s also a good time for fellowship so please plan to be with 

us that day for worship, the meeting, and lunch.  As last year, assorted sandwiches and chili, coffee, tea and 

lemonade will be provided. We ask everyone to make a cash contribution toward the cost of lunch and, if 

desired, to bring beverages of your choice. Super Bowl Party to get to? Don’t worry…we will be finished in 

plenty of time for you to see Atlanta and New England play their hearts out AND you won’t have to worry 

about fixing lunch that day! Come out and support our team! 
 

ONE MORE VESTRYMAN NEEDED! 
 

We have had a very encouraging response to our call for nominees this year and likewise with the willingness 

of many of those nominees to let their name stand for the upcoming three-year Vestry term.  However, with 

some members of the Vestry having relocated from our area, we are in the unenviable position of requiring six 

new vestrymen to make up our group of twelve.  The good news?  Five willing volunteers are set to be elected, 

God-willing, at our AGM. It would be very nice, however to proceed with a full slate. And do remember that, as 

two of these spots are partial terms, you needn’t worry about a full, three-year commitment. So, if you have 

been nominated, contacted and declined, consider again the possibility of serving the Lord in our Parish in a 

more deliberate leadership role. If you think yourself to be so-called, speak with the Chairman of the 

Nominating Committee, Mrs. Sharon Hawkins, one of the Wardens or Fr. Rix. 

 

SHROVE TUESDAY 
 

Many are the traditions of the last day before Lent (Shrove Tuesday) which this year is the last day of February: 

Palms from last Year’s Palm Sunday procession are burned to produce Ashes for the following day; Christians 

are encouraged to take time for an examination of conscience before the beginning of Lent and, if they see fit, 

make a sacramental Confession (hence the name “shrove” which means “to be absolved of sin”); and the larder  

is sometimes cleared of rich things like eggs, butter, and cream (perfect for such treats as pancakes). Fr. Rix will 

be available for you, should you wish to avail yourself of the Rite of Penance and Reconciliation, throughout 

the day on Tuesday (any time, really, if you so desire: Remember the old Anglican dictum on Confession: 

“None must, all may, some do, others should!”).  And we will have our traditional Pancake Supper at 6:00 p.m. 

on the 28
th

.  Though it is often the Tuesday morning Study Group that does much of the cooking for the supper, 

lots of volunteers, for set-up, cooking and clean-up are needed.  Let Fr. Rix know if you can help. 

 

 
 

“The kingdom of God…is like a grain of mustard seed, which a man took, and cast into his garden; and it grew, 

and waxed a great tree; and the fowls of the air lodged in the branches of it.” St. Luke 13:18-19 


